DESIGN MISTAKES THAT RUIN KITCHEN RENOVATIONS

7 Kitchen
Finishes Real
Homes Actually
Use

A no-fluff guide to the most popular kitchen
finishes chosen by East Midlands homeowners —
with honest advice on what looks stunning in real
life versus what only works on a screen.
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Why Your Finish Choice Makes or
Breaks Everything

The finish is the decision most homeowners get wrong — not because they have bad
taste, but because they are choosing from a screen, a tiny sample chip, or a showroom
under strip lighting.

After more than a decade designing kitchens across the East Midlands, we have seen the
same pattern repeat. A couple falls in love with a finish online, orders it, and then stands in
their completed kitchen wondering why it looks nothing like the Pinterest board. The room
orientation, the natural light, the worktop colour, the flooring — every single one of these
variables changes how a finish reads in person.

STAT

74% of homeowners report regrets after a renovation. The most common? Decisions that
looked right on a screen and felt wrong in the room. Finish choice sits near the top of that list
every time.

This guide covers the seven finishes we see chosen most often in real kitchens across
Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire, and Derbyshire — not the ones that dominate design
magazines but the ones homeowners actually live with happily. For each one we will tell you
what it genuinely looks like day-to-day, which rooms it suits, and the one mistake to avoid.
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Finish 1: Matt Painted — The
Timeless Workhorse

Matt painted doors have a quiet, sophisticated quality that suils a wide range of
kitchens — and they hide everyday marks better than almost anything else.

A true matt painted finish absorbs light rather than reflecting it, which means it reads as calm
and sophisticated even in a busy, family-use kitchen. It is available in a huge range of colours
— including bespoke RAL and BS matches — so it is a strong choice when a homeowner
wants something that cannot be found in a high-street catalogue.

BEST FOR

01 North-facing rooms where gloss would look cold and flat

02 Families with young children — fingerprints wipe away cleanly
03 Homeowners who want a colour that feels completely their own

04  Classic, Shaker, or handleless door styles

WARNING

Cheap matt painted doors chip at edges within 12 months. Always ask how the finish is
applied and whether the doors are properly painted or simply wrapped in a foil print. There is
a significant quality difference, and you can see it immediately on a corner or a hinge point.
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Finish 2: Handleless Gloss — High
Drama, High Commitment

Gloss kitchens polarise homeowners more than any other finish — people either love
them fiercely or regret them within six months.

High-gloss doors reflect light beautifully and can make a small kitchen feel considerably
larger. In a south-facing open-plan space with quality lighting, a white or light grey gloss
kitchen looks genuinely spectacular. We have installed them in rooms where the result was
described as jaw-dropping by the homeowner — and we do not think that was an
overstatement.

The honest trade-off is maintenance. Gloss shows every fingerprint, every water splash, and
every dust particle. If you cook frequently and have children or pets, expect to wipe the doors
down daily. That is not a dealbreaker — it is simply information most showrooms forget to
mention.

THE RIGHT CONDITIONS FOR GLOSS

01T Open-plan room with good natural light from the south or west
02 Households prepared to wipe doors as part of daily routine

03 Modern, handleless or J-pull door profiles

04 Paired with a matte or textured worktop to break up the shine

TIP

Book a showroom visit and ask to see a gloss door under our display lighting and then walk it
to a window. The difference will tell you immediately whether it is the right choice for your
specific room.
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Finish 3: Wood, Ash & Laminate
Wood-Effect — Warmth That Works

Bringing natural texture into a kitchen through wood and wood-effect finishes has
become one of the most requested changes from homeowners who felt their previous
kitchen was cold or corporate.

There are three tiers to understand here. Our laminate doors in wood effect offer excellent
durability, are moisture-resistant, and come at a competitive price point — they have become
genuinely popular for homeowners who want the warmth of wood without the maintenance.
Solid ash painted doors are another consistently popular choice in our consultations: they
bring real wood character but are finished in your chosen colour, so they sit beautifully
alongside more traditional schemes. Real wood veneer doors have visible grain variation,
genuine depth, and age beautifully — but require slightly more care around moisture and heat.
Each has a place depending on budget and how the kitchen is used.

POPULAR WOOD & WOOD-EFFECT CHOICES IN OUR CONSULTATIONS

01 Solid ash painted doors — real wood character in your choice of colour
02 Laminate wood-effect — durable, moisture-resistant, and budget-friendly
03 Light oak — works in both modern and country-style schemes

04  Walnut — rich and dramatic, often paired with white or stone uppers

05 Driftwood and grey-wash tones — softer, Scandi-influenced look

06 Dark graphite wood — increasingly chosen for larder and pantry units

TAKEAWAY

Mixing a painted upper cabinet with a wood-grain or laminate wood-effect lower is currently
one of the most requested design combinations we see. It breaks up a large kitchen
beautifully and is much easier to live with than an all-wood scheme in a smaller room.
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Finish 4: Textured and Supermatt —
The Quiet Luxury Option

Supermatt and soft-touch finishes have crossed over from high-end design into
mainstream kitchen renovations, and we understand exactly why.

A supermatt or soft-touch door has a velvety surface that feels expensive the moment you
touch it. It does not reflect light aggressively like gloss, but it has far more depth than a
standard matt painted door. In dark or deep colours — navy, forest green, charcoal, dusty rose
— this finish elevates a kitchen into something that genuinely feels bespoke.

The practical advantage over standard gloss is significant. Fingerprints are far less visible, and
minor scuffs are almost invisible. We have seen homeowners choose this finish initially for
aesthetic reasons and then report back that it was the easiest surface they have ever
maintained.

TIP

If you are drawn to dark kitchen colours but worried about commitment, a supermatt finish in
a deep sage or navy is the lowest-risk entry point. It reads as bold but not harsh, and it
photographs beautifully in both natural and evening light.
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Finish 5: Shaker in Two-Tone — The
Most Liveable Design Choice

Two-tone Shaker kitchens have dominated real-world kitchen renovations for several
years, and the reason is simple: they work in almost every room and age gracefully.

A Shaker door profile suits everything from period cottages to modern new-builds. Combining
two colours — typically a lighter or neutral upper and a deeper or contrasting lower — gives a
kitchen visual hierarchy without the commitment of a single bold colour throughout. It is also
the design approach that photographs best across all lighting conditions, which matters if you
ever plan to sell.

PROVEN TWO-TONE PAIRINGS FROM REAL INSTALLATIONS

01 White upper / sage green lower — the most consistently popular combination

02 Cream upper / navy lower — classic and works in both contemporary and traditional rooms
03 Light grey upper / graphite lower — clean, modern, suits open-plan living spaces

04  Off-white upper / dark wood-effect lower — adds warmth without going full wood grain

TAKEAWAY

Because we work directly with our manufacturing partners, we can specify your upper and
lower doors in completely different finishes — different colours, different profiles if needed —
and build the whole kitchen around the look you actually want, rather than the look the
catalogue dictates.
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Finish 6: Stone and Concrete Effect
— Texture-Led, Not Trend-Led

Stone-effect finishes on cabinet doors have grown steadily as homeowners want to echo
their worktop material across more surfaces without the cost of real stone throughout.

Modern stone-effect laminates and vinyl wraps have become remarkably convincing. Paired
with a quartz or sintered stone worktop in a complementary tone, they create a cohesive,
textural kitchen that feels genuinely premium. The key is pairing correctly — a stone-effect
door against a laminate worktop rarely convinces anyone.

WHERE STONE-EFFECT FINISHES WORK BEST

0

-

Island or larder units used as a contrast to painted perimeter cabinets
02 Open-plan kitchens where the kitchen forms part of an overall interior scheme
03 Rooms with good natural light — darker stone effects can make a north-facing room feel heavy

04  Paired with brass or brushed gold hardware to lift the palette

WARNING

Stone-effect finishes are one of the hardest to assess online or from a small sample. The
scale of the pattern matters enormously — what looks right on a 10cm chip can look
overwhelming across 18 doors. Always request a larger sample or visit the showroom before
committing.
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Finish 7: True Bespoke Colour —
When Nothing Off the Shelf Fits

One of the most underused options available to East Midlands homeowners is also the
most powerful: a finish matched precisely to a colour that exists only in your kitchen.

Because we work closely with our manufacturing partners and are not tied to a single
supplier’s catalogue, we are not limited to a branded colour card. If a homeowner brings in a
fabric swatch, a tile they love, or a RAL or BS colour reference, we can almost always specify
it. This is the solution for the homeowner who has spent months trawling showrooms feeling
like nothing is quite right — because what they are looking for simply does not exist as a
standard product.

We hear versions of the same phrase regularly in design consultations: ‘We were very
disappointed with the generic choices available as we were looking for something different.’
Bespoke colour is not a premium luxury reserved for high-end budgets — it is a question of
asking the right supplier for the right thing, which is what we do every week.

WHAT YOU CAN SPECIFY WITH A BESPOKE COLOUR
071 Any RAL or British Standard colour reference
02 A colour matched from an existing interior element — tiles, walls, soft furnishings
“They really listened to us and designed a kitchen that was exactly what we wanted.” That is

the standard we hold every consultation to — and a truly bespoke colour is often where that
conversation starts.



NEXT STEP

See Every Finish
In

Person Before
You Decide

Book a free design consultation at one of our
four East Midlands showrooms — or arrange
a home visit — and we will bring samples
matched to your room, your lighting, and
your brief.

BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION

colourhill
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